
Inanga 
(Galaxias masculatus)
Inanga are the most well-known 
species of whitebait, making 
up 90 per cent of the entire 
annual whitebait catch. Inanga 
are also a source of food for 
many animals and birds and 
are known prey for large eels, 
flounder and many other fish.
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Koaro 
(Galaxias brevipinnis)
Koaro are excellent 
climbers. Highly migratory, 
they spend their larval/
juvenile life in the sea, but 
populations have been 
found upstream of high 
waterfalls. Koaro whitebait 
will climb up the side of 
buckets, using their large, 
flat pectoral and pelvic fins.

Banded kōkopu 
(Galaxias fasciatus)
Also called Maori or native 
trout, banded kokopu dwell 
in pools with overhanging 
banks, logs and boulders. 
They have sensors on their 
heads to detect falling 
insects and are also good 
climbers.

Giant kōkopu 
(Galaxias argenteus)
This slow-growing fish is the biggest of the galaxiids, 
reaching up to 580mm long and 2.8kg. A skulking 
predator, the adult is generally found close to the sea.

Shortjaw kōkopu 
(Galaxias postvectis) 
Rarely seen and very secretive, this species 
has an undershot jaw, probably designed to 
scrape aquatic insects from rocks. They can 
survive only in certain types of habitat, many 
of which have been degraded by forest 
clearance. 

The word whitebait does not refer to a single species. It is 
a general term used in many countries to describe small 
freshwater fish that are tender and edible. In New Zealand it 
describes the juvenile forms (around 4–5 centimetres long) 
of five species of the fish family Galaxiidae. All whitebait 
species spend part of their life cycle in freshwater and part 
in the sea. Tiny fish hatch in late autumn and are carried 
along rivers out to sea, where they live and grow over the 
winter. In late winter and early spring, whitebait migrate 
back up rivers and streams, settling and growing in  
bush-covered streams and swamps.
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