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Welcome to 
Marlborough

The Marlborough District Council welcomes 
visitors to Marlborough for Classic Fighters and 
invites you to visit our website
www.marlborough.govt.nz for Council 
information.

Council also has a 24 hour customer service 
information phone number 03 520 7400 where 
you can get information on operating times for 
services including rubbish collection, transfer 
station hours, library, swimming pool etc.

While in Marlborough you may wish to visit one 
of Council’s premier parks and gardens.
Amongst these are:
Pollard Park, main entrance off Parker Street;
Seymour Square in the centre of Blenheim;
Picton Foreshore and Victoria Domain at Picton.

There are a number of walkways and cycleways 
in Marlborough - information on these can be 
obtained from the Picton Visitor Information 
Centre on the Foreshore or the Blenheim 
Information Centre at the Railway Station.

The Wither Hills Farm Park provides both walk 
and cycle ways. A pleasant alternative walk is 
the Taylor River Reserve. Riverside Park provides 
an amphitheatre type area, ideal for picnics or 
enjoying the river environment.

Some other art, culture and heritage attractions 
of interest.
Aviation Heritage Centre at Omaka houses one 
of the world’s largest private collections of WW1 
aircraft and artefacts.

The Millennium Art Gallery, Seymour Street 
Blenheim features exhibitions of national and 
regional artists.

The Marlborough Gallery, High Street, Blenheim,
has regular exhibitions featuring local and 
national artists.

Marlborough Museum at Brayshaw Park houses 
a range of artefacts, images, documents and 
displays and a replica early Blenheim village.
The Museum’s Wine Exhibition is a permanent 
modern museum exhibition, showcasing the 
history of wine, and viticulture in Marlborough.
Exhibits include iconic, old, rare or unusual 
wines, interesting viticulture, and winemaking 
equipment, educational audio visuals, interactive 
displays, oral histories, memorabilia, photos,
stories, wine brands, and more.

The beautiful Marlborough Sounds, including 
a new visitor facility at Ship Cove refl ecting 
the cultural themes of the site covering the 
Maori and Cook stories of Ship Cove and the 
surrounding sound.

The Information Centres at Blenheim and Picton 
will be able to help you with information on 
these and other Marlborough activities.

3589935AA
3599473AA

In a hurry?
Save time
TXT or order online

TXT 5757
www.subwayexpress.co.nz

BLENHEIM
• Marlborough Lines 

Stadium 2000, Kinross Street
• 56 Grove Road

PICTON
• Railway Station, Auckland Street

An exciting manouvre performed by
two Yak-52s at Classic Fighters 2009. 

Classic Fighters 2011 will light up the skies 
above the Omaka Airpark over Easter Weekend, 
April 22-24. A marquee event for Marlborough, 
the biennial festival of heritage aviation brings 
in tens of thousands of visitors to the region and 
the growth in popularity of the event is not in 
the least surprising given the variety, intensity 
and history of the entertainment on display.
This year’s theme is ‘V for Victory,’ which puts 
the focus on the air campaigns of the latter part 
of World War II over Europe. Classic Fighters 
has developed a deserved reputation for the 
most jaw-dropping war-time dramatisations and 
after last year’s daring and brilliant bombing of 
a 50-metre tall monastery during the simulated 
battle for Monte Cassino on an adjacent hillside 
to the airstrip, hopes are high that this year’s 
show will match or exceed that for pure theatre. 
The Ground Theatre display will take place 
immediately in front of the Gold Pass stand and 
will take you right back to Winston Churchill’s 
defi ant home ground and hours of work by the 
event’s props department and re-enactors are 
sure to dazzle the senses.
The stars of the show however, will no doubt be 
the simply amazing array of aircraft on display.
One of the largest gatherings of heritage fi ghter 
planes anywhere in the world, Classic Fighters 
will not disappoint in 2011 as aircraft from 
all different eras roar across the sky over the 
weekend.
Notable debutantes include the Focke-Wulf 
Fw190A-8N, an important ‘workhorse’ of 
the Luftwaffe during World War II due to its 
suitability for a wide variety of roles. It will be 
joined by a Strikemaster, a British jet-powered 

training and light attack aircraft, and a Curtiss 
P-40 Tomahawk, amongst others.
Other favourites include the aerobatic Red 
Checkers, the RNZAF aircraft the ‘Magnifi cent 
Seven’ in their Fokker Dr.1 Triplanes and all 
manner of iconic fi ghters from different eras, 
including Yaks, Nanchangs, a Corsair, Mustang, 
Kittyhawks and the Spitfi res of Doug Brooker 
and Brendon Deere, which all going well will 
appear in tandem at the show for the fi rst time.
There is a whole lot more to see and do at 
the show as well, with eye-and-ear-catching 
entertainment, a great variety of food and 
beverage stalls, a classic car display, living 
history exhibitions and trade stalls too. 
Restoration Row is another regular favourite 
of Classic Fighters, where planes under 
construction are displayed with lots of historical 
information and even sometimes the plane 
owners are available to talk about their pride 
and joy.
Enjoy this informative feature as we build up 
to Marlborough’s iconic and much anticipated 
celebration of heritage war-time aviation – 
Classic Fighters 2011.

Aviation celebration

The aerobatic Red Chequers.

20112011
OmakaOmaka

Show times
Gates open at Omaka Airfi eld on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at 8am every morning
Friday – Practice Day, before Twilight Xtreme 
begins at 5:30pm
Saturday and Sunday – Show schedule 
begins at 10am and fi nishes around 4pm
Plenty of free parking is provided
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Scott Street   Phone 579 3242

WE ARE OPEN ALL 
OVER EASTER

HOURS:
Friday 9am–9 pm Saturday 9am–late 
Sunday 9am–9pm Monday 9am–9pm

LIVE MUSIC 
SATURDAY 

NIGHT
• Breakfast
• Snacks
• Lunch
• a-la-carte Dinner
• Pensioners meals from $9.50

One stop cafe/wine bar for
fabulous food and refreshments

Welcome to all visitors to town
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This year’s airshow sees some exciting aircraft 
making their debut at Classic Fighters and 
although it will be a race against the clock 
for a few of them to be fl ight-worthy by show 
weekend, just to have these rare machines 
exhibited will be worth the trip.
On the WWII fi ghter front, the headline 
debutant is the Focke-Wulf Fw190, hopefully 
the fi rst of its type to fl y anywhere since WWII 
and certainly the fi rst ever seen in Australasia. 
Having arrived in the country on schedule on 
March 23, the team at JEM Aviation will now 
be racing against the clock to see this fl ying in 
time for the show. Also at JEM Aviation is the 
fabulous Yakovlev Yak-3 owned by the syndicate 
led by Graeme Frew and which is rapidly 
nearing completion after a major restoration 
and modifi cation programme. It is not expected 
that this stunning restoration will be fl ying in 
time for the show, but like the Fw190, it will be 
on hand for inspection by visitors.
Out of left fi eld comes yet another Classic 
Fighter from the WW-II era, the Curtiss P-40c 
Tomahawk, now nearing completion with 
AVSpecs Ltd at Ardmore, Auckland, for owner 
Rod Lewis from Texas. Only two other complete 
examples of this rare, pre-war fi ghter remain in 
fl yable condition anywhere in the world and 

this example will likely be the fi rst ever to show 
its colours in the skies of a major international 
airshow, before being shipped to Texas soon 
after. It will be a great tribute to owner Rod 
Lewis and Wal Denholm and their eager team 
of restorers to try to get this machine ready in 
time for the show, after months of toil.
Also hoped for this year will be the long-
awaited debut at a major public show of Doug 
Brooker’s rare Supermarine Spitfire TrIX. This 
variant was developed post-war for the Irish Air 
Corps and the handful of survivors still fl ying 
have proved to be the only vehicle by which 
enthusiasts might experience the thrill of fl ying 
in a WWII Spitfi re fi ghter.
Of course there will be many WWII era aircraft 
participating in the display including the NZ 
Warbirds Harvard display team, the DC-3s and 
the ever popular Catalina.

TOP RIGHT: The Focke-Wulf Fw 190 is 
unpacked after its arrival at JEM Aviation at 
Omaka

RIGHT: The ever popular Catalina

2011 debutantes  
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GiveawayGiveaway
You might know Te Papa and the Auckland Museum as New 
Zealand’s great collections but there is a whole lot more heritage 
and culture tucked away in the corners of our country, waiting to 
be discovered!  
With over 400 museums in New Zealand,  Museums to Visit in 
New Zealand highlights over 150 of them, including the major 
national institutions, local museums and quirky personal and 
private collections, all of them documenting our country’s diverse 
character and past.
Compiled by region, this guidebook is quick and easy to consult, 
with an overview of each museum and particular attention given 
to unusual or special exhibits.  Useful information includes 
contact details and opening hours, as well as insights into 
practical things like wheelchair access and where to park.  
Museums to Visit in New Zealand is written for travellers, families, heritage buffs and anyone 
who wants to learn more about our culture.
The Marlborough Express in conjunction with New Holland Publishers has one copy of 
Museums to Visit in New Zealand to give away.

TO WIN a copy, cut out this coupon, place in an envelope with your day time contact 
details and post or deliver to:  Museums to Visit in New Zealand giveaway, The Marlborough 
Express, PO Box 242, 62 Arthur St, Blenheim by 4pm Friday 29 April 2011

Name: ....................................................................................... Phone:..................................

MUSEUMS TO VISIT IN 
NEW ZEALAND

Over 150 outstanding collections open to the public
By Alison Dench

Supplied

Photo Gavin Coombs
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Visit www.nmit.ac.nz/aviation or call 0800 422 733  
for more information

GET YOUR CAREER OFF TO A FLYING START WITH NMIT

AVIATION TRAINING
If you like people, engines and aircraft and you want to 
get your career in the aviation industry off the ground, 
NMIT is a great place to start.

NMIT AVIATION NETWORK

Ardmore Flying School South Auckland 0800 ARDMORE
 info@ardmore.co.nz
 www.ardmore.co.nz

CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Hamilton 07 843 3304
 hamilton@ctcaviation.com
 www.ctcaviation.co.nz
 www.ctcaviation.com

Bay Flight Aviation Tauranga 07 575 2747
@ a ight.co.nz

www. a ight.co.nz

Waikato Aero Club Hamilton 07 843 5655
info@ waikato.co.nz
www. waikato.co.nz

Air New Plymouth ew l mouth 06 755 0500
 npac@xtra.co.nz

www.airnewpl mouth.co.nz

Flight Training Manawatu Feilding 06 323 3641
ftm@ ightmanawatu.co.nz
www. ightmanawatu.co.nz

Helipro Aviation Training Paraparaumu 04 298 2984
 training@helipro.co.nz
 www.heliproaviationtraining.co.nz

Nelson Aviation College Motueka 03 528 8382
 enquiries@nelson-aviation.co.nz
 www.nelson-aviation.co.nz

NMIT School of Aviation AF ood ourne lenheim
0800 422 733 info@nmit.ac.nz

 www.nmit.ac.nz

Helipro Aviation Training Christchurch 03 359 0470
 kevin@helipro.co.nz
 www.heliproaviationtraining.co.nz

Garden City Helicopters Christchurch 03 358 4360
 info@helicopters.net.nz
 www.helicopters.net.nz

International Aviation Christchurch 03 358 0477
Academy NZ jacquie@cac.co.nz

www. ightraining.co.nz

Mainland Aviation College Dunedin 03 486 2200
 info@mainlandair.com
 www.mainlandair.com

With over 300 pilots training at 13 different locations around New Zealand, the
NMIT Aviation Network is the country�s largest pilot training provider.

In addition to ight training, NMIT delivers a co plete aircraft aintenance
engineering training package at RNZAF Base Woodbourne
in Blenhei , and training in advanced avionics for aircraft

aintenance engineers working in industry.

Visit www.nmit.ac.nz/aviation or call 0800 422 733  
for more information

GET YOUR CAREER OFF TO A FLYING START WITH NMIT

Ardmore Flying School South Auckland 0800 ARDMORE
 info@ardmore.co.nz
 www.ardmore.co.nz

CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Hamilton 07 843 3304
 hamilton@ctcaviation.com
 www.ctcaviation.co.nz
 www.ctcaviation.com

Bay Flight Aviation Tauranga 07 575 2747
@ a ight.co.nz

www. a ight.co.nz

Waikato Aero Club Hamilton 07 843 5655
info@ waikato.co.nz
www. waikato.co.nz

Air New Plymouth ew Pl mouth 06 755 0500
 npac@xtra.co.nz

www.airnewpl mouth.co.nz

Flight Training Manawatu Feilding 06 323 3641
ftm@ ightmanawatu.co.nz
www. ightmanawatu.co.nz

Helipro Aviation Training Paraparaumu 04 298 2984
 training@helipro.co.nz
 www.heliproaviationtraining.co.nz

Nelson Aviation College Motueka 03 528 8382
 enquiries@nelson-aviation.co.nz
 www.nelson-aviation.co.nz

NMIT School of Aviation AF ood ourne lenheim
0800 422 733 info@nmit.ac.nz

 www.nmit.ac.nz

Helipro Aviation Training Christchurch 03 359 0470
 kevin@helipro.co.nz
 www.heliproaviationtraining.co.nz

Garden City Helicopters Christchurch 03 358 4360
 info@helicopters.net.nz
 www.helicopters.net.nz

International Aviation Christchurch 03 358 0477
Academy NZ jacquie@cac.co.nz

www. ightraining.co.nz

Mainland Aviation College Dunedin 03 486 2200
 info@mainlandair.com
 www.mainlandair.com
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• Full Restaurant Menu
• Regular Entertainment
• Draught Guinness, Kilkenny

• Ales on tap
• Local Wines
• Gaming Room

51 Scott Street • 578 7470

OPEN FOR DINING ALLOPEN FOR DINING ALL 
EASTER WEEKENDEASTER WEEKEND

Come along and check out 
our new all day menu

3628103AA

LIVELIVE
MUSIC MUSIC

All WeekendAll Weekend

The Classic Fighters airshow is 
internationally renowned for its Ground 
Theatre performances, which bring to life 
the battle scenarios of war-time. 
In 2009, Italian theme saw the battle 
of Monte Cassino take centre stage as 
Kiwi troops battled the Italians with a 
moving tank and an actual machine gun 
(obviously not with real bullets though). 
The centerpiece of the re-enactments was 
the spectacular bombing of the large scale 
replica of the Benedictine Monastery. 
The replica was built on a hill behind the 
airfi eld and its spectacular destruction was 
the fi nale of the weekend.
And while the organisers of the Ground 
Theatre take great pride in keeping most 
details under wraps till show weekend, 
what we can reveal is that the centerpiece 
construction for this year’s event will 
be life size replica of a German V-2 
Rocket, which will be launched amid an 
impressive display of power and noise as 
the show’s curtain comes down.
It is sure to be a sight to behold and a 
truly unique experience for everyone 
there, but it will come only at the end of 
a rigorously planned and well thought out 
Ground Theatre schedule.
The World War One re-enactments will 
be taking place during the mornings of the 
show days, as the settled conditions best 
suit the planes that will feature in these. 
Later in the day the World War Two re-
enactments will be held, and while details 
are kept under close wraps, we do know 
that these re-enactments are the product 

of thousands of hours of work from 
volunteers looking to bring a vision of 
history to people who, in the main, have
been spared such experiences.
While the planes are the main stars of 
the show, the Ground Theatre crews 
bring extra context to the environment in 
which they were created and the jobs they 
were required to do during the wars. The 
Theatre will be focused on the later WW2 
period of around 1944-45, as the Allies 
wrested control of Europe back from the 
capitulating Axis.
The re-enactments are an important and 
much anticipated part of Classic Fighters 
weekend for a great many show-goers and 
especially the Gold Pass holders, who will 
have a front row seat on the action.

Ground theatre

TOP RIGHT: The dramatic bombing of 
the Monte Cassino monastery was the 
grand finale to the 2009 show

RIGHT: An action scene from the 2009 
Ground Theatre displays
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•  Craftsman Plumbers

•  Registered Drainlayers

•  Solar Edwards Installation

•  Biolytix Waste Installation

•  Roofing/Butynol

V for Victory
P for Plumbing
Morgan Plumbing - 
working for the same 
results as our war heroes 
achieved in Europe!

3556342AA

PLUMBING / DRAINLAYING / GAS SUPPLIER & FITTING / ROOFING
11 PURKISS ST, SPRINGLANDS PHONE 578 0060
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Building and flying a SpitfireBuilding and flying a Spitfire
You’re invited!You’re invited!

The Mark IXc Spitfire PV270 will be one of the 
highlights of this year’s Classic Fighters airshow.

Hear PV270’s owner, Brendon Deere, talk about its 
history and restoration. 

Squadron Leader Sean Perrett RNZAF hopes to come 
and talk about what it’s like to fly a Spitfi re. 
There will be an opportunity for questions.

Brendon will be signing copies of his bookBrendon will be signing copies of his book 
“SPITFIRE – Return to Flight”“SPITFIRE – Return to Flight” 

THURSDAY 21st APRIL at 5.30pmTHURSDAY 21st APRIL at 5.30pm 
Wine and nibblesWine and nibbles 

Blenheim Bookworld
67 Market Street
Blenheim 7201
03 578 4909
blenheimbookworld@clear.net.nz
RSVP by Tuesday 19th AprilRSVP by Tuesday 19th April

“Welcome to my Marlborough”

JANE HUNTER INVITES YOU TO
ENJOY A UNIQUE MARLBOROUGH 

WINE TOURISM EXPERIENCE

www.hunters.co.nz 0800 HUNTER
603 RAPAURA ROAD, BLENHEIM

Resident Artist - Clarry Neame
Award Winning Native Gardens

EASTER/ANZAC DAY TRADING HOURS
CELLAR DOOR

22ND April – 25th April 2011
Good Friday – closed

Saturday – open 9.30am – 4.30pm
Sunday – open 9.30am – 4.30pm
Monday – open 1.00pm – 5.00pm

PHONE 572 8489

CAFÉ
Good Friday – open 11.00am – 2.30pm

Saturday – open 11.00am – 3.00pm
Sunday – open 11.00am – 3.00pm

Monday – open 11am – 3.00pm
PHONE 572 8803

HAPPY EASTER FROM THE TEAM AT HUNTER’S

3629293AA
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GiveawayGiveaway A book for chicks of all ages who sometimes get it wrong but 
keep on trying anyway.....

Short Fat Chick in Paris
by Kerre Woodham with Gareth Brown

When celebrity broadcaster and columnist Kerre Woodham 
became the Short Fat Chick who runs marathons, she changed 
lives.  Hugely successful, her fi rst book is now followed by Short 
Fat Chick in Paris, a devastatingly honest account of Kerre’s life 
in the public eye as she privately battles the fl ab and her love
of a good drink.  Laugh-out-loud funny and truly inspiring, it’s a 
story that many women will relate to.  It contains more fabulous 
training tips from Gaz, Kerre’s personal trainer and mentor, plus 
more stories from people who have taken a leaf out of Kerre’s 
book and trained to run their own marathons against the odds.  
There is also a chapter on dealing with alcohol addiction, and 
some useful organisations that can help.
In conjunction with Harper Collins Publishers, The Marlborough 
Express  has one copy of Short Fat Chick in Paris to give away.

TO WIN a copy, cut out this coupon, place in an envelope with your day time contact 
details and post or deliver to:  Short Fat Chick in Paris giveaway, The Marlborough Express, 
PO Box 242, 62 Arthur St, Blenheim by 4pm Friday 29 April 2011

Name: ...................................................................... Phone: ................................................

This year’s show sees the return of Friday night’s 
‘Twilight Extreme’ which debuted at the 2009 
show to rave reviews.
The event takes place between 6pm and 8pm 
and follows on from Good Friday’s practice 
fl ying schedule. It’s a family fun occasion, 
and while the organisers do not wish to give
too much away, the centrepiece will without 
question be the testing of the V2 Ballistic Missile 
which will feature throughout the weekend. 
“It will be a severely impressive thing to see 
and hear,” says co-organiser Dave Lochead.“It 
has a big rocket engine, a 40 gallon pressurised 
fuel tank and a large powerful fan on it. I don’t 
believe anyone in New Zealand has seen a 

rocket like this fi re up – not yet anyway!” 
There will also be a simulated trench battle 
in the fading light, echoing the conditions 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers experienced 
during WWI battles in France and a French spy 
will be fl ying into the airfi eld under the cover of 
dark.
The RNZAF Iroquois crew will be playing 
their part in the show too – provided they are 
available and a fi reworks spectacular will put 
the icing on the evening.
There will be a whole lot more too, so be sure 
to catch Good Friday’s ‘Twilight Extreme’ to 
get your Classic Fighters weekend off to an 
exhilarating and impressive start! 

Twilight Extreme  

The V2, or Vergeltungswaffe 2, Rocket was a 
ballistic missile developed by the Germans 
during the frenzy of technological developments 
which occurred during World War II. 
Developed by General Walter Dornberger and 
German rocket scientist Wernher von Braun, 
it was the fi rst long range ballistic missile, 
with a range of up to 175km, and it was the 
fi rst human built machine to break free of the 
earth’s atmosphere and enter space. Therefore, 
more than simply a weapon of war, the V2 
represented and enormous leap forward in 
terms of achieving human space fl ight and was 
the progenitor of all modern rockets. 
The fi rst V2 attack on England happened on 
September 8, 1944 taking 3 lives, but it wasn’t 
till two months later on November 8 that the 
Germans actually announced that the rocket 
existed. Two days later, English Prime Minister 

and Allied fi gurehead Winston Churchill 
announced to parliament that England had been 
under rocket attack over that time. The last V2 of 
WWII was fi red on March 27, 1945 and despite 
its relatively short time in usage, it is estimated 
that in excess of 3,000 rockets were launched – 
directed at targets in England, Belguim, France, 
the Netherlands and in Germany itself.
In a cunning counter-offensive, the English 
leaked information to the Nazis implying their 
rockets were missing their London targets by 10 
to 20km. The Nazis bought the bluff and for the 
remainder of the war most landed in Kent due 
to incorrect calibrations. 
If you wish to read more background on the 
rocket that inspired the centrepiece of this 
year’s Classic Fighters dramatisations see the 
informative article on Wikipedia, or there is also 
an informative resource at www.v2rocket.com

What is the V2?
Scenes from the 2009 Twilight Extreme
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Forum Building | Market Street 

Phone 579 3182

Good FridayGood Friday || 11.00am - late 11.00am - late
SaturdaySaturday || 9.30am - late9.30am - late

SundaySunday || 9.30am - late9.30am - late
Tuesday - SaturdayTuesday - Saturday || 8.30am - late8.30am - late

OPENOPEN
ALLALL

EASTEREASTER

Woodfired gourmet pizzas right in the centre of town!

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner
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for absolutely everything

auto electricalauto electrical
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24 hour24 hour 
call outcall out

Cnr Kinross & 
Opawa Streets

 Phone 578 4900

PROUDLY SUPPORTS CLASSIC FIGHTERS AIR SHOW

20112011
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Photos taken by Jim Tannock and supplied courtesy of Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre

The amazing variety and quality on show at 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre on Aerodrome 
Road, just outside of Blenheim, is testament 
to the commitment and dedication of the 
grassroots enthusiasts who made it a reality. 
The Centre traces its origins back to the surge of 
heritage aviation interest in Marlborough during 
the mid-90s which led to the formation of the 
Marlborough Warbirds Association. These days 
the Centre is the lynchpin of continuing that 
surge as it continues to develop as a world-
leading combat aviation exhibitor.

The fi rst exhibit built at the Centre, ‘Knights of 
the Sky,’ occupies 3000m2 of display area and 
remains very popular. The theatrical dioramas 
shine a light on a time in aviation history 
when the harshness and cruelty of the war in 
the trenches contrasted with the chivalry and 
bravado of the war in the air - when SE5as and 
Fokker Triplanes went head to head – the pilots 
jousting for survival.
This spectacular multi-sensory experience, 
enhanced with special effects lighting 
is designed to be both educational and 
entertaining for all ages. It includes some 
aircraft which still fl y and will be a cornerstone 
attraction for some at Classic Fighters as they 
harken back to the primordial era of human 
fl ight.
The latest addition to the exhibition is the 
Caproni CA22, this aircraft has the distinction 
of being the only one of its type remaining in 
the world. The aircraft is a virtual time-capsule; 
it has changed very little since it was built in 
1913. Its war-time utility was found as a two-
seat observation aircraft and it also carried out 
bombing operations over enemy territory along 
the Austrian border.
The Fokker Dr.I Triplane is one of the most 
distinctive aircraft from the era, and the 
display is comprised by four of the agile and 
antique little fi ghters. Unfortunately, the last 
surviving original Fokker Triplane was destroyed 
along with the Berlin Museum during WWII 
RAF bombing. So those at the Centre are all 
carefully crafted reproductions, built to original 
dimensions and techniques, and kept in current 
fl ying condition. They all wear the specifi c 
and carefully researched colours of individual 

machines that were operational with Jasta 11 
during March of 1918. During this period the 
Jasta was being led by Manfred von Richthofen, 
the infamous Red Baron, fl ying his all red Dr.I.
The Baron and his plane constitute one of the 
more arresting displays at the Centre, depicting 
as it does the scene of the Baron’s demise on 
April 21, 1918. He had been mortally wounded 
by ground fi re while pursuing a Sopwith Camel 
at low level, just as another Camel was trying 
to attack from behind. Barely able to hold onto 
consciousness, the German ace managed to 
crash land the crippled aircraft before he died. 
The display shows the crashed, blood-red 

Fokker Triplane with the late Baron lying beside 
it as Australian ground troops tear the Triplane 
apart for souvenirs – just as it happened 93 
years ago.
A recent development at the Centre has seen a 
new memorabilia section take shape which has 
an amazing range on display and has at least 
doubled its past size. 
All of this and a whole lot more await you at the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, where history 
is brought to life to both educate and entertain 
the whole family - be sure to make a visit to 
the Centre a key part of your Classic Fighters 
weekend.

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre  
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Build your own Brunch from $4, Daily from 10am-12noon 
Lunch – served all day | Dinner – 5pm till late | See our new Euro Sausage menu

The best beer garden in town!

30 Maxwell Road, Blenheim. Ph 579 5025
3613587AA

ALE HOUSE      WINE BAR     EATERY

Upcoming 

Highlights!

FRIDAY APRIL 15
Well known Irish Duo ‘Parcel of Rogues’

EASTER SATURDAY APRIL 23
Our very own ‘Flipside’ (Live music and a huge party
night at secret) No holiday surcharge Easter Weekend.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 27
Our very popular ‘Secret Beer Club’ hosted by
beer guru Geoff Griggs.This evening will be a
beer and cheese match. Bookings essential.

Happy Hour every Thursday and Friday 4-8pm

THURSDAY APRIL 14

Members of the very famous ‘Battlefield Band’,

all the way from Scotland,Alan Reid and

Rob VanSante, playing Scottish folk music.

RoRo

eid and

fololk music.

n Re

h fo usii

s Battlefield Band
e

ous d,s ‘

and

SSSHHHH!... the Secret is out!

Take flight and join us!
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N F
GLASS

P. 578 0850 13 Grove Road, Blenheim 
offi ce@nfglass.co.nz

www.nfglass.co.nz

24 Hour  Emergency
• Windscreens replaced                       
• Stone Chip repairs
• Glass tinting
• Safety Glass laminated & toughened
• Broken Window repairs
• All insurance work

Proud to support Classic Fighters 2011

WINDSCREENS
STONE CHIPS

3620945AA
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The entertainment line-up at Classic Fighters 
2011 will showcase the immense local talent 
that is present in this province. Organiser 
Heather Jameson says she’s been keen to show 
that there’s more to Marlborough than Sav’ and 
the Sounds.

“We have so much amazing talent in 
Marlborough,” Heather says, “especially young 
talent, and shows like Classic Fighters give
us the chance to showcase that talent on an 
international stage in our own backyard! 
“In organising the musical entertainment, 
we’ve been keen to give opportunities to those 
with a real passion in the arts and what you’ll 
see and hear at the show are performers who 
have hours and hours of work behind their 

performances which will have something for 
everyone.
“Having said that though, we of course realise 
that the airplanes and pilots will be the stars of 
the show, but we are aiming to complement 
them and give the show-goers a toe-tapping 
good time in amongst the breaks in the 
airshow.”
The main stage for the performers will be in the 
food area of the show precinct, perfect for those 
who want to enjoy their lunch while taking in 
the tunes, but there will also be a small stage by
the Taste Marlborough tent – giving some more 
variety to the performances.
The bill will feature Marlborough Girls 
College’s teenage grade eight violinist Vicky
Mack, young entertainer Hadley Anderson on 

the piano and singer-guitarist and long-time 
country musician – even though he’s just in his 
early twenties – Matt McNielly. 
Robin Randall and Peter Bargh will provide a 
lively jazz combo on saxophone and trumpet  
while a ‘big band’ from Nelson will bring some 
eclectic jazz too.

On Sunday night, after the airshow’s fi nale, 
Heather, Robin Randall and Amanda 
Tollemache are planning a themed performance 
at the ‘V for Victory’ dinner, which they intend 
to be the perfect fi nale for show weekend.

Overall, the entertainment line-up promises 
a theatrical and passionate display of some 
of Marlborough’s best talent to suit one of the 
world’s premier airshows.

Passion in performance

Matt McNielly Vicky Mack

Hadley Anderson Supplied
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CAFÉ, RESTAURANT & HEINEKEN CRAFT BAR

36 SCOTT STREET - PHONE 579 4800
E: INFO@FAIRWEATHERS.CO.NZ

WWW.FAIRWEATHERS.CO.NZ

Extensive wine list including many European wines. 
Erdinger, Tiger & Heineken Beer on tap & 8 others

Breakfast from 8am Daily

All day dining from 11am

Restaurant Dining from 6pm

Indoor/Outdoor Dining
OPEN ALL WEEKEND     NO SURCHARGE

3580558AA

Weekend in Wellington?
Party in Paraparaumu?

Daily scheduled fl ights between 
Blenheim, Nelson, Paraparaumu and Wellington

BOOK ONLINE OR PHONE 0800 777 000BOOK ONLINE OR PHONE 0800 777 000

WWW.AIR2THERE.COMWWW.AIR2THERE.COM

2
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REACH FOR THE SKY WITH 
SCAFFOLD MARLBOROUGH

•Installed to fit your requirements• Installed to fi t your requirements

•Aluminium mobile scaffolding available• Aluminium mobile scaffolding available

•Trade qualified• Trade qualifi ed

Burleigh Industrial Estate

MEMBER OF SCAFFOLD AND 
RIGGING NEW ZEALAND

Call Lyndon Robinson T: 579 1372  M: 021 390 039
3620139AB

Dining Guide

The military theme at Classic Fighters is not all 
about aircraft. The show will display a large 
number of terrestrial military vehicles as well - 
thanks in large part to the New Zealand Military 
Vehicle Collectors Club (NZMVCC).

Take your chance while at the show to check 
out a variety of military cars, trucks, jeeps, 
motorcycles and even tanks from different eras of 
military history.

An always much anticipated feature of Classic 
Fighters is the action provided by the RNZAF 
teams that attend. The nature of the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force’s work means that even the 
show organisers aren’t sure what personnel 
and machines will feature at the show, as 
that depends entirely on what is available. 
But in 2009, show-goers were dazzled by the 

choreographed, tandem fl ying of two Iroquois 
helicopters and a parachute display by the 
Parachute Training and Support Unit (PTSU), 
amongst much more.
There will also be an RNZAF recruitment tent 
at the show, featuring a NZ Navy Sea Sprite 
helicopter and the Air Force World Museum from 
Wigram in Christchurch will also have an exhibit. 

Armed forces displays

Catalina Flying Boat, proudly sponsored by Catalina Sounds Wine

The Catalina Flying Boat is a must see at 
Classic Fighters 2011, as New Zealand’s 
only amphibious fl ying boat and one of the 
very few active left in the World.  Visit the 

Catalina Sounds wine stand in the ‘Taste of 
Marlborough, Wine and Food’ Marquee to 
fi nd out how you can enjoy you own personal 
Catalina experience.

Supplied

Beach Rd, Waikawa Marina,Beach Rd, Waikawa Marina, 
Picton Ph 573 9152Picton Ph 573 9152

www.spinnakerwaikawa.co.nzwww.spinnakerwaikawa.co.nz

Open Sunday LunchOpen Sunday Lunch
Open every evening from 5,30pmOpen every evening from 5,30pm

(no surcharge) Bookings essential(no surcharge) Bookings essential

3586121AA

This Restaurant has achieved 
the highest culinary standard 
in beef and lamb 2006, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011

52 Queen Street, Blenheim
T. 03 577 9945   F. 03 577 9946
www.durville.com   hotel@durville.com

A wonderful place 
to wine, dine and 
simply enjoy 
world-class dining!
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Good Food - Good PricesGood Food - Good Prices

CleghornCleghorn  Street, Redwoodtown, BlenheimBlenheim

THE VINES

Lounge 
Bar

CLEGHORN

Sports 
Bar

578 3259578 3259

BOOKINGS 
ESSENTIAL

EASTER HOURS:

CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY

Saturday, Sunday, Monday
Meals available noon-2.00pm

and 5.30pm onwards

35
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44
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$9fromM
EA

LS

Gifts  With Style

4 Boyces Road, Rapaura,
R D 3, Blenheim 
Ph. 03 572 9149

info@soundsrefl ection.co.nz
www.soundsrefl ection.co.nz

35
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93
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Exclusive stockists of Nelson  
Marlborough Art and Craft

Fashion 
accessories

Home and
garden 
decor

Open 7 days

20112011
OmakaOmaka Omaka Aerodrome, BlenheimOmaka Aerodrome, Blenheim

A Total Dining Experience
Boosting a delicious menu, attractive outdoor dining area and pool bar.
Quench is open for breakfast 7am - 10am and evening dining from 6pm 
daily. Bookings essential. Conference and function rooms available.

Cnr High & Henry Sts, Blenheim. Phone 578 0064
3588613AA

Many Marlborough festivals offer you the chance 
to enjoy some of the regions fi nest wines, but none 
accompany it with a P51 Mustang or Corsair fi ghter 
screaming overhead!
That’s the difference at Classic Fighters 2011 
though, and the experience that awaits thousands 
of show-goers at the Taste Marlborough Wine and 
Food Marquee, where eleven wine labels and local 
catering company Bon Vivant will dazzle the senses 
with the best our province has to offer.
Enjoy sipping a chilled glass of Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blanc or perhaps enjoy the subtlety of 
a fi ne Marlborough Pinot Noir. A fantastic range 
of wines will be available by the glass or the bottle 
and you will be welcome to take your bottle of 

wine to enjoy with your picnic - or dine and drink 
in the café seating area outside the marquee while 
you enjoy the show
Bon Vivant will be showcasing fresh Marlborough 
produce including Tio Point oysters, mussels and 
venison. These will be available in gorgeous little 
tasting platters for you and your friends to share 
or individual tasting platters for you to have all to 
yourself. You can even custom-make your own as 
well, choosing from a wide selection of excellent 
and sumptuous food, and there will be dessert 
platters available too.
For visitors to the marquee, there will be prizes 
drawn during the day so be sure to treat your senses 
at the Taste Marlborough Wine and Food Marquee.

A treat of taste
Another element of Classic Fighters weekend that 
has grown in its popularity and prestige is the 
Sunday evening Awards Dinner. This function has 
gone from being a celebration of an event brought 
to a successful conclusion after a huge amount 
of effort, to a celebration of the greater historic 
aviation scene throughout New Zealand and the 
South Pacifi c. This has resulted in a noticeable 
‘raising of the bar’ with regard to every aspect of 
the evening from the quality of the food and wine 
to the range of trophies awarded to deserving 
recipients, and the 
entertainment that follows. 
In 2009 a larger marquee 
was provided for over 300 
guests but this sold out 
early and some people 
missed out so it is planned 
to make the venue a little 
bigger this time.  Early 
ticket sales however 
indicate that it will be 
another sell-out and maybe 
this is not surprising as 
the evening really does 
provide a wonderful fi nish 
to an already outstanding 
weekend of activity.
This year’s dining 
experience is provided 
by a welcome glass 
of wine followed by a 

British-themed 3-course buffet meal provided by
renowned caters Continental. This will include 
roast beef with Yorkshire pudding, platters of shaved 
smoked ham, salami, roast chicken and smoked 
chorizo to name a few. A range of wines will be 
available from a cash bar within the marquee and 
an excellent cast of entertainers is at the ready.
For aviation people or those who enjoy something 
very special in a night out, this function is hard to 
beat, so anyone planning on being there should 
secure their tickets straight away!

Classic Fighters Awards Dinner

Wine Exhibitors

LEFT: At the prestigious 
Classic Fighters Awards 
Dinner, the Grand 
Champion Warbird 
trophy is this beautiful 
Spitfire model cast in 
solid aluminium and 
imported just for the 
gala evening.

Photo supplied

• Catalina Sounds 

• Allan Scott Family Winemakers 

• Stanley Estates 

• Isabel Estate 

• Rock Ferry Wines

• Omaka Springs

• Sacred Hill with Wild South

• Tupari Wines

• Nautilus Estate

• Clarke Estate

With Bon Vivant showcasing local
Marlborough produce

Supplied
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Some of our 
best work

never even hits
the headlines!

Phone your local newspaper 520 8900

The Marlborough Express proudly supports dozens of 
fantastic local events every year, such as the brilliant 
Classic Fighters airshow.
We wish to congratulate the dedicated organisers for putting 

together another great weekend of high-octane entertainment 
for the thousands of locals and visitors who will be attending.
For full show coverage see your local newspaper, The 
Marlborough Express, on Easter Monday, April 25. 
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31 High Street, Renwick, Marlborough • PO Box 20, Renwick 7243
Ph 03 572 8880  Fax 03 572 8851

email: sales@basisnz.co.nz • www.basisnz.co.nz
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New Zealand Importers and Distributors of

• Aviator and driving helmets

• Genuine English fl ying goggles

• Rubber and sponge seals, etc

• Restoration products

• Collectable die cast and kitset models

Marlborough’s premier shopping destination

Proudly family owned and operated in Marlborough since 1912
54 Market St, Blenheim P: 03 578 6369 www.thomass.co.nz

Leading National and 
International Brands:

TED BAKER - SABATINI - KATE SYLVESTER - KINGAN 
JONES - ASHLEY FOGEL AND MANY MORE...

Departments In-store:
WOMEN’S FASHION - 

HOMEWARE - MENSWEAR - 
JETZ SURF AND STREETWEAR

3596547AA
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Wither Hills’ beautiful winery is a proud neighbour 
of the Omaka Airfi eld which hosts Classic Fighters. 
This is why they leapt at the opportunity to sponsor 
the Gold Passes this year, enabling them to support 
the event and the key ticket holders who are the 
most ardent in their adoration for the event. 
As part of Classic Fighters weekend, Wither Hills 
are proud to host two special wine matching 
dinners at their spectacular building on New 
Renwick Road, Omaka.
Beginning at 7:30pm on Saturday April 23 and 
Sunday April 24, these events give those in 

attendance a chance to sample some excellent 
local produce, cooked to perfection by Chef Alain 
Hauswirth and matched with a variety of Wither 
Hills’ fi nest wines. Alain will also speak to guests 
on the subject of food and wine matching and 
explain more about the style of cuisine presented 
on the night, in conjunction with Wither Hills staff 
speaking to guests about the wines on show.
“Our guests will be in for a real treat to 
complement their Classic Fighters weekend. We’re 
looking forward to showing some older vintage 
wines as well as our current release wines,” 

says Wither Hills PR & Events Manager, Callum 
Anderson. “For example, one of the key things 
we’re looking to show people is how well-made 
Sauvignon Blanc can age. We recently opened a 
bottle of the 2007 Wither Hills Sauvignon Blanc 
and it was fantastic.”
In addition to the two dinners, the winery will 
also be hosting a Champagne Terrace Breakfast 
on the Saturday at 9am. The terrace at Wither 
Hills gifts visitors with stunning views across the 
Marlborough landscape and the adjacent airfi eld 
in its early morning tranquility. Guests will enjoy a 

gourmet breakfast, a glass of Daniel Le Brun Brut 
NV as well as transport to the airshow afterwards.
It’s all part of Wither Hills’ commitment to the 
success of Classic Fighters and a thank you to all 
those visitors who come to our region and the 
locals who support the event.
Dinner tickets are $120 per person including food 
and wine matches, and Terrace Breakfast tickets are 
$40 per person, including transport to the Airshow 
after breakfast. To fi nd out more or to make a 
reservation contact Becky Potez on (03) 520 8270 
or becky@witherhills.co.nz

Some wine and food with your aeronautics? 

Photos supplied



www.classicfighters.co.nz

ACCESS ROUTES
Omaka Aerodrome, Blenheim

Tickets from Tasman Ticket Direct at The Marlborough Civic 
Theatre, Aviation Heritage Centre or

www.classicfi ghters.co.nz  

TICKETS: Adult Day $60
Child under 14 with Adult FREE

Three day Adult $135
Gold pass upgrades MAY be available on the day.

WWW.CLASSICFIGHTERS.CO.NZ
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, PO Box 641, Blenheim, New Zealand.

Tickets Selling Online
Gold Passes Limited

Email: info@omaka.org.nz
Ph: (+64) 3 579 1305

PEAK TRAFFIC FLOW TIMES
Peak traffic flows are expected into Omaka Aerodrome 
between 7 to 11am Friday, Saturday and Sunday, April 22, 23 
and 24 on the following roads: New Renwick Road, Batty’s 
Road, Bells Road, Alabama Road, Maxwell Road, Wither 
Road West. Also peak traffic flows are expected during exit 
times from the airshow 3pm to 5.30pm. Friday, April 22,
9 to 10pm.

TRAFFIC CONTROL
We ask all those attending the airshow over the weekend to 
be patient and adhere to the speed restrictions, no stopping 
signs, traffic controllers and car marshalls at all times.

ROAD CLOSURES
There will be partial road closure of New Renwick Road 
and Aerodrome Road during peak flow times and FULL 
CLOSURE of Maxwell Road between Hospital and Wither 
Roads between 3pm and 5.30pm. Access will be provided for 
residents.

MARLBOROUGH RESIDENTS
We wish to advise Marlborough residents that the areas 
stated will be under formal Temporary Traffic Management (in 
terms of the NZ Code of Practice) with site management by
Marlborough Roads and
NZ Police.
For your convenience these areas should be avoided unless 
attending the airshow.

FROM SH6 NELSON/ SH63 WEST COAST
Through Renwick. 300m after Omaka River bridge, turn 
first right in to Godfrey Road, follow this road onto New 
Renwick Road. Straight ahead to Aerodrome Road.
Beware of traffic merging from the left at Bells Road.

FROM SH1 CHRISTCHURCH:
Enter Blenheim at Main St from SH1. Turn left into 
Redwood Street at the first roundabout. Continue to next 
roundabout at Alabama Road and turn right. Straight 
ahead to Aerodrome Road. Beware of traffic merging from 
the right at Maxwell Road and Battys Road.

FROM SH1 PICTON:
Enter Blenheim at Grove Road from SH1. Straight through 
two roundabouts on Grove Road. Cross Taylor River 
bridge, then straight through the third roundabout into 
Redwood Street. Continue to next roundabout at Alabama 
Road and turn right. Straight ahead to Aerodrome Road.
Beware of traffic merging from the right at Maxwell Road 
and Battys Road.

BUS TIMETABLES

CASH AT GATE
LIMITED EFTPOS SERVICES AVAILABLE

Friday 22nd April 2011
4.00pm ex Aston Court, 4.05pm ex Redwoodtown Countdown & 4.10pm
ex Alana Place to Omaka.
4.00pm ex KFC, 4.05pm ex Seymour Square & 4.10pm ex Ariki Industries to 
Omaka.
4.30pm ex Aston Court, 4.35pm ex Redwoodtown Countdown & 4.40pm
ex Alana Place to Omaka.
4.30pm ex KFC, 4.35pm ex Seymour Square & 4.40pm ex Ariki Industries to 
Omaka.
8.15pm ex Omaka to Alana Place, Redwoodtown Countdown & Aston Court.
8.15pm ex Omaka to Ariki Industries, Seymour Square and KFC.
Saturday 23rd April 2011
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex Aston Court & Seymour 
Square to Omaka.
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex KFC & Ariki Industries to 
Omaka.
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex Redwoodtown Countdown 
& Alana Place to Omaka.
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Aston Court & Seymour 
Square.
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Ariki Industries & KFC.
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Alana Place & 
Redwoodtown Countdown.
Sunday 24th April 2011
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex Aston Court & Seymour 
Square to Omaka
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex KFC & Ariki Industries to 
Omaka
8.30am, 9.00am, 9.30am, 10.00am & 10.30am ex Redwoodtown Countdown 
& Alana Place to Omaka
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Aston Court & Seymour 
Square
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Ariki Industries & KFC
3.30pm, 4.00pm, 4.30pm & 5.00pm ex Omaka to Alana Place & 
Redwoodtown Countdown

PICTON BUS SERVICE TO AIRSHOW
Sounds Connection are running a bus from Picton 

leaving at 9.30am and 12.15pm

Bookings are essential. Phone 0800 742 866 or
email: tours@soundsconnection.co.nz
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Our pi lots g ive each other space
in the a ir  -  make sure we g ive
each other space on the road too.

Give cyc l is ts  and pedestr ians
1.5m c lear when pass ing.

3548653AA
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